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Diagram 1: DRAFT Preliminary Indoor and Outdoor
Interpretive Programming Components
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Timelessness

Indoor-Outdoor Program: Overview

The California Indian Heritage Center is conceived as a fully
integrated program that encompasses both the indoor and
outdoor spaces. A modern interpretation of Native construction,
the CIHC building will use natural materials where possible
and merge comfortably with the landscape of the site. The
interpretive program introduces “big ideas” for the physical
design of the facility, creating a resonant, interconnected
experience where major themes are reinforced both inside
and out. A guest who visits only the indoor facilities will

be immersed in an enriching narrative exhibition experience,
while visitors who choose to explore only the outdoor places
will also gain an understanding of the Center’s main concepts,
manifest in completely different yet complementary ways.
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Indoor Program: Overview

The indoor program introduces
visitors to California’s natural
landscape and expresses how
the land shaped the development
of diverse Indian cultures

with shared values and a
common worldview. The main
Halls—Timelessness, Memory,
and Continuity—Ilook at the
expression of those values over
time and across the state,

focusing on the rhythms

of traditional life, the extreme
impact of the arrival of

whites, and the living culture
that continues Indian traditions
today. Throughout the experience,
shifting perspectives of the
land—its natural character,
commoditization, and
ownership —serve as transitions
between galleries: for the land
ties everything together.

Outdoor Progam: Overview

The land, covered by an
Indigenous Planting Area, is
the canvas for the Center’s
entire outdoor program.

As visitors explore the Garden,
they experience the outdoor
expression of Shared Values,

Timelessness, Memory, and
Continuity. These concepts are
manifest through interpretive
trails, sculpture gardens, and
demonstrations, traditional
ceremonies, and contemporary
performances that exemplify
the living culture.
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Programming Descriptions

Entry/EX,t

The Exterior Spaces of the
CIHC facility feature landscaped
gardens, exhibits, and
interpretive elements that focus
on the land and link the indoor
and outdoor programs. For
example, indigenous planting
areas, classrooms, and a Native

foods café may be located on the
roof or on large terraces, while
small exhibits, interpretation of
views, and small-scale native
plantings might be found on
overlooks, small bridges, and on
or near windows. Surrounded by
native vegetation, visitors can

Museum Services, visitor
amenities, coat check, ticketing,
bookstore, food services,
administrative offices, information
kiosks, mechanical rooms are

located below the Hall of the People.

CIHC Entry
from below

Hall of the People

Museum
Services

relax, have a snack, and enjoy
spectacular views of the
American River. The exterior
spaces provide ideal rest stops
and gathering places for visitors,
and the outdoor café will be a
popular lunch and dinner
destination for area residents.

Entry/Exit

Timelessness

Shared
Values

Memory

A light-filled assembly space,
the Hall of the People warmly
welcomes visitors and pays
tribute to all California Indian
tribes. The space brings nature
inside and features iconic
elements from Native California;
sunlight streams in from above,
a fire burns, and water falls.

Circular forms evoke a sense of
continuity—the past, present,
and future woven together. The
names of all the California tribes,
symbolic baskets, and images
of Indian people over time

and from each region, encircle
the Hall. The Hall is designed

to express traditional Indian

directions. From the very
beginning of the experience at
CIHC, visitors are asked to shed
their own cultural perspectives
and “walk in the direction” of
an Indian person.

Continuity

Hx3/Anu3

The Hall of Timelessness

evokes a sense of the continuing
rhythms and cycles of life in
Native California. Visitors explore
a series of Story Alcoves

where audio narratives, artifacts,
reproductions, maps, and
illustrations portray life in the

home, on the land, and

in the spirit world. Visitors can
step into a Native storytelling
circle, partake of a visit to a
neighboring village, and join

a seasonal migration from the
valley to the mountains.

The Hall of Memory addresses
the extreme impact of the arrival
of whites on California Indians.
Upon entering the gallery,

visitors experience a powerful
disturbance in the physical space
signifying the destructive,
permanent impact of the mission

era, the gold rush, and

continued discrimination. In

the Hall of Memory, powerful
exhibits incorporating
ethnographic records, photos,
and reminiscences of survivors
express both the pain and
relentless vitality of Indian people.

Entry/Exit

Shared Values are a series

of walk-through audiovisual
experiences that introduce
visitors to the timeless, enduring
values of California Indians—
honoring the land, the people,
and the spirit world. The films
take visitors on a journey across

California, investigating how

the shifting landscape gives rise
to diverse Indian cultures with
shared beliefs. Visitors come to
understand how the land breeds
cultural diversity, ties all tribes
together, and is the foundation
of California Indians’ shared
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values. The Shared Values
galleries provide an emotional
and informative entry point

to California Indian culture and
the CIHC experience.

The Hall of Continuity features
galleries and adjacent program
areas that offer a window onto
contemporary Indian culture.
The galleries address important
contemporary issues such as
sovereignty, the struggle for
federal recognition, and urban
life. Photo exhibitions, films,
traditional and contemporary
art installations, paintings,

sculpture, and textiles explore
Indian culture, politics, and
daily life. The Library, Native
Forum, screening room,
performance stage, and Native
News Exchange serve as
important resources for the
Indian community, inviting
people throughout California to
come to CIHC to meet, perform,
and become informed.
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Thematic Programming

* Exhibits linking indoor and outdoor programs
» Ceremonial facilities

Entry/Exjt

Timelessness

Shared
Values

CIHC Entry
from below =
Hall of the People =
Museum ol
Services

« Circles * Nature

e Fire * Direction

* Water » Geography

* Sky

Continuity

e Land: Everything comes from
the land; the land ties all tribes
together; California’s natural
landscape shaped cultures
and values; work with the land;
respect nature; manage
resources; respect balance of
man and nature

* People: Kinship, community,
respect for all

« Spirituality: Creation, stories,
rituals
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Entry/Exit

Land

* Native views on land ownership
(traditional historic territories)

* Native land management
(burning, planting, balanced use)

* Native gardens

People

« Life cycles (childhood,
adulthood, male/female roles,
old age)

* Home and family

« Village/Tribe/Clan

Spirituality

¢ Oral tradition

* Creation stories

* Ritual (prayer, rites of passage,
marriage, burial)

* Medicine people/Spiritual

Ux3/Au3

* Medicinal plants * Directions/Seasons leaders/Doctors
 Subsistence living and the land * Language and communication
(food, shelter, baskets, clothes) * Trade/Traditional trading routes
» Geologic history of California * Commerce
* Land as the source of people’s » Watercraft
livelihood and spirituality * Conflict
* Legal systems
 Subsistence society
* Arts and crafts
* Baskets
People Land Spirituality

« Spanish missions

« Establishment of forts

» Gold-rush era

« Definition and naming of Indian
people by whites

« Warfare/Weaponry/Technology

« Treaties—ratified and unratified

 Disease

« Starvation

« Reservations/Rancherias

« Refugee camps

« Boarding schools/“Reformers”

« Loss of language, culture,
beliefs

« Indian resistance

« Vitality in the face of hardship

« Population decline

« Land seen as a commodity

« Stereotypes and derogatory
terms

« Spread of disease due to
introduction of hogs

« Destruction of nature

« Mining (hydraulic)

« Diversion of water for farming
and cities

« Pollution of water and land

« Filling and dredging

« Destruction of natural habitats

« Development of land and the
destruction of sacred places

« Struggle over meaning of land;
land as commodity

« The impact of Christianity
on Indian spirituality

« Attacks on Indian values
(individuality, ambition, and
competition challenge
cooperation and moderation;
the gun is mightier than the
bow and arrow; the medicine
people can't heal white man’s
diseases; a tin pail is more
durable than a basket)

Spirituality, People, Land

« Political sovereignty

« Cultural sovereignty

« Excavation of burial sites

« Development of sacred land

« Moral authority of museums to
possess Indian goods

e Living in many worlds—mixed
blood; blending cultures

« Connection to all generations

« Continuity of native values
and culture

« Blood memory: history lives on

« Tradition, adaptation, and
perseverance

« Resistance to oppression

« Health and wellness (obesity,
diabetes, substance abuse)

« Boarding schools, adoption,
and sterilization

« Gaming tribes

« Federally recognized and
non-federally recognized tribes

« Federal support and distribution
of monies

« Life on reservations

« Impact of Urban Relocation
Program

« Urban, rural, and out-of-state
Indian people

« Legal issues/Court cases

« Contemporary art and
expression

« Resurgence of Indian tradition,
expression, and ritual; people
using their heritage names
(connects Timelessness and
Continuity)

« Modern stereotypes and
derogatory terms

« Indian versus Native American
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Programming Adjacencies

* CIHC visitor services

Timelessness
Exhibits

. X

Shared Values
Orientation

 Open storage (public)

* Interpretation of open storage

* Private and limited access
storage

* Private viewing and consultation
areas

* Conservation labs

* Changing exhibitions
* Collections

* Registrar

* Classrooms

* Screening rooms
* Classrooms

 CIHC assistance and CIHC Entry . * Reading rooms
information services from below = E) * Docent facilities
oS 3 * Reflection spaces
Hall of the People = Memory = eliec :
;—z T, o » Listening galleries
Museum S -
Services

* Ceremonial facilities
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* Café o
* Classrooms Continuity
* Event facilities Exhibits

and services
» Offices for other organizations
* News and information exchange
* Public library and archives
* Private archives
* Private consultation areas (near
archives)

* Bridges

* Overlooks * Native forums * Theater

* Windows/Views » Community meeting rooms * Screening rooms

* Terraces » Community resources * Changing exhibitions

(traditional and
contemporary media)

* Contemporary art galleries

* Artist-in-residence studio

« Storytelling spaces

* Oral history recording studio
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Programming Descriptions

Land of the People/Shared Values
The Center’s entire site is an
Indigenous Planting Area. This
garden is the neutral ground to
welcome all Indians, demonstrating
their relationship to and respect

for the land, a value that is shared
among all tribes. The garden is the
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canvas for the cultural programs
in CIHC, and the link to all
outdoor programs. Subject to
seasonal change, a portion

of the Indigenous Planting Area
actively engages nature and
allows the yearly cycles to become
part of the CIHC outdoor program.
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Timelessness

In the Indigenous Planting Area,
interpretation of nature—along
paths, in gardens, and by the
American River—illustrates
Indians’ relationship to the land.
As outdoor expressions of
Timelessness, interpretive
displays, images, texts, audio
tours (oral histories), and live

performances highlight
California Indians’ enduring
connection to the land and

its cycles. This element of the
outdoor program is primarily
didactic with the purpose of
creating a foundation for the
understanding of the richness
of traditional and contemporary
Indian life.

Memory

Memory

The outdoor expression of
Memory is a sculpture garden that
focuses on remembrance and
contemplation. Commissioned
California Indian contemporary
art continues to tell the story

of contact from the Indian
perspective, acknowledging

the disruption of their traditional
lifestyle, and expressing

their relentless vitality and
current culture.

Entry/Exit

Continuity

Continuity

In the outdoor program,
Continuity celebrates Indian
culture as a living culture that
continues to pass on timeless
values and traditions to each
new generation. Traditional
ceremonies and rituals (e.g.,
Big Time) are held in the
Traditional Meeting Area, while
the Multipurpose field hosts
games and demonstrations.
Educational programs focus on

encouraging the participation
of Native American youth.
Through ceremonies, traditional
and modern games, and cultural
demonstrations, Continuity
ensures that values and
knowledge are retained through
generations. Support facilities
for events are provided while
retaining the natural character
of the site. Event parking and
camping areas merge with the
landscape while not in use.
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« Directions

« Circles

« Fire

» Water

o Sky

« Seasons

» Honor the land
(manage, respect, share)

) |ndoor visitor path
—)-  Qutdoor visitor path

Entry/Exit

Timelessness

Shared
Values
Hall of Memory

the People )

Continuity

3x3/A1u3

Land

* Native views on land ownership
(traditional historic territories)

* Native land management

(burning, planting, balanced use)

¢ Indigenous planting areas
* Medicinal plants
* Subsistence living and the land

» California’s regional characteristics

* Geologic history of California
 Land as the source of people’s
livelihood and spirituality

People

* Life cycles

* Directions

* Home and family

* Village/Tribe/ Clan

* Conflict

* Trade and commerce
» Watercraft

* Subsistence society

« Arts and crafts sources
* Basket sources

Spirituality

* Oral tradition

* Creation stories

* Rituals

» Medicine people/Doctors/
Spiritual leaders

Memory

People

« War against white oppression

« Genocide

« Remembering elders

« Missions

« Forts

« Disease

« Starvation

« Resistance to oppression

« Vitality in the face of hardship

« Forced isolation (and how it
saved people)

« Indian veterans of American
wars (e.g., WWI, WWII, Korea,
Vietnam, current conflicts)

Land

« Destruction of Nature (mining,
pollution, filling, development,
and dredging

Spirituality

« Christianity’s impact on
Indian spirituality

 Assault on Indian values

Entry/Exit

Continuity
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Spirituality, People, Land

« Political sovereignty

« Cultural sovereignty

« Excavation of burial sites

» Development of sacred land

» Moral authority of museums to
possess Indian goods

« Living in many worlds—mixed
blood; blending cultures

« Connection to all generations

« Continuity of native values
and culture

 Blood memory: history lives on

« Tradition, adaptation, and
perseverance

« Resistance to oppression

« Health and wellness (obesity,
diabetes, substance abuse)

« Boarding schools, adoption,
and sterilization

« Gaming tribes

« Federally recognized and
non-federally recognized tribes

« Federal support and distribution
of monies

« Life on reservations

« Impact of Urban Relocation
Program

« Urban, rural, and out-of-state
Indian people

« | egal issues/Court cases

« Contemporary art and
expression

» Resurgence of Indian tradition,
expression, and ritual; people
using their heritage names
(connects Timelessness and
Continuity)

» Modern stereotypes and
derogatory terms

« Indian versus Native American
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Timelessness

Entry/Ex;

Land of the People/
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Entry/Exit

Timelessness

Shared
Values
Hall of Memory
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« Interpretive gardens

« Interpretive trails/paths

» Walking tours

« River walk (water interpretation)
o Amphimeadow (natural amphitheater)
» Environmental Living Program (ELP)

« Commissioned large-scale
contemporary California Indian art
« Sculpture garden
» Memorials
« Contemplative spaces
(e.g., tree groves, rocks)

Entry/Exit

Continuity

« Traditional meeting area
» Multipurpose fields
« Special events area

Temporary facilities and adjacencies-

« Ceremonial fires

« Overnight facilities

« Cooking facilities

« Demonstration spaces (regional
village demonstrations and outdoor
classrooms)

« Special events parking (overflow)

Note: Support facilities such as parking,
restrooms, and food services will be
provided for all outdoor program areas.




